
248

Although discourse markers often don’t add content in 
themselves, they can ease the flow of a conversation  
and add information about the speaker’s opinion. 

New language  Informal discourse markers 

Vocabulary  Advanced prefixes

New skill  Structuring conversation

Expressing reactions

KEY LANGUAGE COMMON INFORMAL DISCOURSE MARKERS
Use “actually” to correct a listener’s 
misunderstanding or incorrect expectation.

Use “by the way”  
to show a change  
of subject.

Use “as I was saying”  
to return to a  
previous subject after  
a change of subject  
or interruption.

Use “anyway” to return 
to a subject after 
interruption, change 
subject, or end a topic  
or conversation.

TIP
Be aware of how body 
language conveys extra 
meaning when talking 

face-to-face.
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CROSS OUT THE LEAST APPROPRIATE WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

RESPOND TO THE AUDIO, SPEAKING OUT LOUD AND USING  
THE MOST APPROPRIATE DISCOURSE MARKERS
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READ THE ARTICLE AND  
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PREFIXES IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Informal discourse markers   Advanced prefixes   Structuring conversation  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 62–65

ELLIPSIS

SUBSTITUTION WITH “ONE / ONES” 
AND “SOME”

SUBSTITUTION WITH “DO” AND “SO”

REDUCED INFINITIVES AND  
DROPPED INFINITIVE CLAUSES

REDUCED VERBS WITH 
COMPLEMENTS

INFORMAL DISCOURSE MARKERS

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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